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SUBJECT: AHMED MESTIRI RETURNS TO TUNISIA 

1 . SOCIAL-DEMOCRAT MOVEMENT LEADER AHEMED MESTIRI RETURNED 
TO TUNIS SATURDAY, APRIL 15, ALTER TWO-MONTH TRIP ABROAD 
DURING WHICH HE VISITED UNITED STATES, GREAT BRITAIN, PRANCE, 
BELGIUM, AUSTRIA, MOROCCO, SAUDI ARABIA, AND ALGERIA. 

2. ON MONDAY, APRIL 17, MESTIRI APPEARED BEPORE JUDGE OF 
TUNIS CIVIL COURT IN RESPONSE TO SUMMONS ISSUED POLLOWING 
MESTIRI'S MARCH 13 PRESS CONPERENCE IN LONDON. OBJECT 

OP INQUIRY WAS TO DETERMINE IP CHARGES SHOULD BE BROUGHT 
AGAINST MESTIRI POR "DEPAMATION OP REGIME AND PROPAGATION 
OP PAUSE INPORMATION." AUDIENCE LASTED SOME 90 MINUTES IN 
PRESENCE OP NUMEROUS ATTORNEYS WHO ACCOMPANIED MESTIRI. 

3. ACCORDING TO ATTORNEY CLOSE TO MESTIRI, SOCIAL- 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER DENIED ANY GUILT OP ABOVE CHARGES. 

REPORTEDLY HE SIAD HE HAD RETURNED TO TUNISIA BECAUSE OP HIS 
RESPECT POR TUNISIAN COURTS WHICH HAD ORDERED HIS 
APPEARANCE SPECIFICALLY ON APRIL 17. AT THE SAME TIME HE CRITICIZED 
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DOMESTIC POLICY OP TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT AS BEING DEPLORABLE. 

WE UNDERSTAND HE ALSO TOLD JUDGE THAT HE EXPECTED TO 
CONTINUE HIS TRAVELS AND THAT HE PLANNED TO VISIT 
LIBYA AND SENEGAL IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. 

4. SHORT NEWS ITEM ON MESTIRI'S COURT APPEARANCE WAS 
PRINTED IN INDEPENDENT TUNISIAN DAILY LE TEMPS ONLY. 
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SOCIAL-DEMOCRAT WEEKLY ER-RAI WILL NO DOUBT CARRY 
FULLER ACCOUNT IN NEXT ISSUE. LAST WEEK'S ER-RAI CARRIED 
STORY ON MESTIRI'S TRIP WHICH WAS ALSO MENTIONED IN LEAD 
EDITORIAL EXPRESSION "THANKS " TO PRIME MINISTER FOR HAVING 
DEVOTED SO MUCH OF HIS APRIL 7 SPEECH BEFORE NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY TO SOCIAL-DEMOCRATS. 

MULCAHY 
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